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Hi! Welcome to the Glossary of Music Vocabulary and Expressions!
This glossary has been created for English learners who want to expand their knowledge of music-related language. It includes useful vocabulary, from musical genres and instruments to idioms, phrasal verbs, and common collocations. Each entry comes with a clear explanation and example sentence to help you understand how to use the word or phrase in context. Whether you're preparing for an exam, writing about music, or just want to sound more natural when talking about music, this guide will support your learning.
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Set 1: Musical instruments
String instruments
String instruments are those that produce sound by vibrating strings, which can be plucked, strummed, or bowed. They are often used in a wide range of musical styles, including classical, rock, and folk music.
	Instrument
	Transcription
	Definition

	banjo
	/ˈbændʒəʊ/
	a string instrument with a round body, often used in country and folk music

	bass guitar
	/beɪs ɡɪˈtɑːr/
	a low-pitched guitar that plays the rhythm and background notes in a band

	cello
	/ˈtʃɛləʊ/
	a larger string instrument than the violin with a deeper sound, often used in orchestras

	double bass
	/ˌdʌbl ˈbeɪs/
	the largest and lowest-sounding string instrument, played standing up or sitting on a high stool

	electric guitar
	/ɪˈlɛktrɪk ɡɪˈtɑːr/
	a guitar that needs electricity to produce sound and is widely used in rock and pop music

	guitar
	/ɡɪˈtɑːr/
	a string instrument usually played by plucking or strumming, common in many music styles like rock, pop, and folk

	harp
	/hɑːp/
	a large string instrument with many strings that are plucked with the fingers

	mandolin
	/ˌmændəˈlɪn/
	a small string instrument with a bright sound, often used in folk and classical music

	violin
	/ˈvaɪəlɪn/
	a small, high-pitched string instrument played with a bow, often used in classical and folk music



Keyboard instruments
Keyboard instruments are played by pressing keys that produce sound. They include both acoustic instruments, like pianos, and electronic instruments, such as synthesizers.
	Instrument
	Transcription
	Definition

	accordion
	/əˈkɔːdiən/
	an instrument with a keyboard and buttons, played by expanding and pressing a bellows

	keyboard
	/ˈkiːbɔːd/
	an electronic instrument similar to a piano, often used in pop, electronic, and dance music

	organ
	/ˈɔːɡən/
	a large keyboard instrument that produces sound by passing air through pipes, often used in churches and classical music

	piano
	/piˈænəʊ/
	a large keyboard instrument that produces sound when hammers hit strings inside

	synthesizer
	/ˈsɪnθəsaɪzə(r)/
	an electronic instrument that can imitate many different sounds and is used a lot in modern music



Percussion instruments
Percussion instruments are played by striking, shaking, or scraping. They include drums, cymbals, and various other instruments that produce sound from being hit or vibrated.
	Instrument
	Transcription
	Definition

	cymbals
	/ˈsɪmbəlz/
	flat, round metal instruments that are struck together or with sticks to produce a crash sound

	drums / drum kit
	/drʌmz/ /drʌm kɪt/
	a group of drums and cymbals played by one person, important in most bands for keeping rhythm

	shakers
	/ˈʃeɪkəz/
	small percussion instruments that make a rattling sound when shaken, often used in folk and popular music

	tambourine
	/ˌtæmbəˈriːn/
	a small frame drum with metal jingles that is shaken or struck, often used in folk or rock music

	xylophone
	/ˈzaɪləfəʊn/
	a percussion instrument with wooden bars that are struck with mallets


Wind instruments
Wind instruments are those that produce sound when air is blown through them. They can be made of wood or metal and include both woodwind and brass instruments.
	Instrument
	Transcription
	Definition

	bagpipes
	/ˈbæɡ.paɪps/
	a traditional Scottish wind instrument, played by blowing air into a bag and squeezing it to produce sound through pipes

	clarinet
	/ˌklær.ɪˈnet/
	a single-reed woodwind instrument with a smooth and rich sound

	flute
	/fluːt/
	a wind instrument made of metal or wood, played by blowing air across a hole

	harmonica
	/hɑːˈmɒ.nɪ.kə/
	a small wind instrument played by blowing and drawing air through holes

	recorder
	/rɪˈkɔː.dər/
	a simple woodwind instrument, often used in schools to teach music basics

	saxophone
	/ˈsæk.sə.fəʊn/
	a brass wind instrument often used in jazz and pop music

	trombone
	/trɒmˈbəʊn/
	a brass instrument with a slide used to change pitch

	trumpet
	/ˈtrʌm.pɪt/
	a brass instrument that plays high, bright sounds, often used in classical, jazz, and marching music
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	Word
	 Transcription
	Definition
	Example sentence

	musician
	/mjuˈzɪʃ.ən/
	a person who plays a musical instrument or is musically talented
	He works as a musician and plays in different concerts.

	bass player
	/beɪs ˈpleɪ.ə/
	someone who plays the bass guitar
	The bass player is very important for the rhythm of the band.

	conductor
	/kənˈdʌk.tə/
	the person who leads and directs an orchestra or choir
	The conductor helps the orchestra play together in time.

	guitarist
	/ɡɪˈtɑː.rɪst/
	someone who plays the guitar
	My brother is a great guitarist and plays in a rock group.

	keyboard player
	/ˈkiː.bɔːd ˈpleɪ.ə/
	someone who plays an electronic keyboard
	We need a new keyboard player for our band.

	pianist
	/ˈpiː.ə.nɪst/
	someone who plays the piano
	She is a famous pianist who plays all over Europe.

	drummer
	/ˈdrʌm.ə/
	someone who plays the drums
	The drummer keeps the beat for the whole band.

	cellist
	/ˈtʃel.ɪst/
	someone who plays the cello
	The cellist played a slow and beautiful melody.

	violinist
	/ˌvaɪ.əˈlɪn.ɪst/
	someone who plays the violin
	The violinist has been playing since she was five.

	vocalist
	/ˈvəʊ.kə.lɪst/
	someone who sings, especially in a band
	He’s the lead vocalist of the band and writes all the songs.

	choir
	/ˈkwaɪ.ə/
	a group of singers who perform together
	I sing in a choir every weekend at the community centre.

	orchestra
	/ˈɔː.kɪ.strə/
	a large group of musicians who play various instruments together under a conductor
	The orchestra is performing at the city theatre tonight.

	band
	/bænd/
	a group of people who perform music together, often with singing and instruments
	Our band plays pop and rock music at local events.

	composer
	/kəmˈpəʊ.zə/
	someone who writes music, especially as a professional
	Beethoven is a well-known composer of classical music.

	ensemble
	/ɒnˈsɒmbəl/ (BrE), /ɑːnˈsɑːmbəl/ (AmE)
	a group of musicians, actors, or dancers performing together
	The vocal ensembles performed at the school’s winter concert.

	frontman
	/ˈfrʌnt.mæn/
	lead singer of a band
	The frontman of the band gave an amazing performance last night.
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Set 3. Music Genres
	Music Genre
	Transcription
	Definition

	music genre
	/ˈmjuː.zɪk ˈʒɒn.rə/
	a distinct type or style of music

	pop
	/pɒp/
	popular music; music liked by a broad range of the population

	rock music
	/rɒk ˈmjuː.zɪk/
	music based on amplified instruments with strong bass and rhythms

	heavy metal
	/ˌhev.i ˈmet.əl/
	very loud rock music with a strong beat and often violent or fantasy themes

	rap
	/ræp/
	music where the words are spoken fast in a rhythmic way

	hip hop
	/ˈhɪp hɒp/
	music and culture including rap, DJing, breakdancing, and street fashion

	R&B (rhythm and blues)
	/ˌɑːr.ənˈbiː/ (R&B), /ˈrɪð.əm ənd bluːz/
	music combining soul, pop, and hip hop with smooth melodies

	electronic / EDM
	/ˌel.ɪkˈtrɒn.ɪk/, /ˌiː.diːˈem/
	music made with synthesizers and computers, often played in clubs

	indie
	/ˈɪn.di/
	music by independent artists with a creative or unusual sound

	country music
	/ˈkʌn.tri ˈmjuː.zɪk/
	music from rural southern US with fiddle, banjo, and guitar

	jazz
	/dʒæz/
	loud, rhythmic music with improvisation

	swing	
	/swɪŋ/
	A style of jazz music popular in the 1930s–1940s, known for its smooth, danceable rhythm

	bebop
	/ˈbiːbɒp/
	A fast, complex style of jazz that emerged in the 1940s, focused on improvisation and technical skill

	reggae
	/ˈreɡ.eɪ/
	music with a special beat from Jamaica

	blues
	/bluːz/
	music expressing sadness and hope, from African-American culture

	soul
	/səʊl/
	music with strong vocals and emotional expression

	folk
	/fəʊk/
	traditional music, both old and new in folk style

	classical music
	/ˈklæs.ɪ.kəl ˈmjuː.zɪk/
	European music from the 18th–19th centuries with complex composition

	opera
	/ˈɒp.rə/
	a dramatic musical play in which most of the words are sung

	musical
	/ˈmjuː.zɪ.kəl/
	a play or film with singing, dancing, and spoken dialogue

	instrumental music
	/ˌɪn.strəˈmen.təl ˈmjuː.zɪk/
	music played only with instruments, no singing

	chamber music
	/ˈtʃeɪmbə(r) ˈmjuːzɪk/
	classical music composed for a small group of instruments, typically performed without a conductor
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Set 4. Music Events and Performances
	Word / Phrase
	Transcription
	Definition
	Example Sentence 

	gig
	/ɡɪɡ/
	a live performance by a band
	We're going to a small gig at the local pub this Friday night.

	show
	/ʃəʊ/
	a music-related performance
	The band put on an amazing show with lights, fireworks, and great music.

	live music
	/laɪv ˈmjuː.zɪk/
	music performed in front of an audience
	I prefer going to places where they play live music instead of just using a playlist.

	music festival
	/ˈmjuː.zɪk ˌfes.tɪ.vəl/
	organized event with various performances, often over several days
	We spent the whole weekend at a music festival camping and enjoying different bands.

	concert
	/ˈkɒn.sət/
	a performance of music
	Have you ever been to a Coldplay concert? Their energy is incredible!

	stage
	/steɪdʒ/
	raised platform where performers play
	She looked nervous before going on stage, but her performance was flawless.

	venue
	/ˈven.juː/
	place where a concert or event is held
	The concert was held in a beautiful open-air venue by the lake.

	recitals
	/ rɪˈsaɪtlz /
	a musical or dramatic performance, especially by students or solo performers to show progress.
	The music school holds piano recitals at the end of each semester.
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	Word / Phrase
	Transcription
	Definition
	Example Sentence

	recording / recorded music
	/rɪˈkɔː.dɪŋ/ /rɪˈkɔː.dɪd ˈmjuː.zɪk/
	music stored for later listening (e.g. on CD, computer)
	I prefer listening to live performances rather than recorded music.

	MP3 player
	/ˌem.piːˈθriː ˌpleɪ.ə/
	portable digital audio device
	He always takes his MP3 player with him when he goes jogging.

	headphones / earphones
	/ˈhed.fəʊnz/ /ˈɪə.fəʊnz/
	worn on/in ears to listen to music
	She put on her headphones so she wouldn’t disturb anyone on the train.

	album
	/ˈæl.bəm/
	a collection of music recordings sold as one item
	Their new album includes twelve songs, all written by the lead singer.

	speakers
	/ˈspiː.kəz/
	electronic devices that play recorded sound
	We connected the phone to the speakers to play music at the party.

	sellout
	/ˈsel.aʊt/
	event with no more available tickets
	The concert was a sellout, and fans were disappointed they couldn’t get tickets.

	soundhouse
	/ˈsaʊndhaʊs/
	a place where music is recorded, mixed, or produced. Typically used to refer to a recording studio or audio production facility
	The band booked time at the Soundhouse to record their new album.

	record company
	/ˈrek.ɔːd ˌkʌm.pə.ni/
	business that produces and sells recorded music
	The new artist signed with a major record company to release his debut album.

	record label
	/ˈrek.ɔːd ˌleɪ.bəl/
	brand under which recorded music is marketed
	Her latest album was released under a well-known record label.

	the charts
	/ðə tʃɑːts/
	ranking list of the most popular songs
	Their song quickly climbed to the top of the charts.
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	Phrasal Verb 
	Definition
	Example Sentence

	take up
	to begin doing or learning something new, such as an activity or hobby, especially for enjoyment.
	I’m going to take up the guitar.

	cheer up
	to become happier or to help someone feel happier when they are sad or upset.
	Upbeat music always cheers me up if I’m feeling down.

	relax / chill out
	to become calm and less tense, often after a stressful or busy period; to rest and unwind.
	After a stressful day at work, I lie in the bath listening to classical music as this helps me to chill out.

	warm up
	to prepare for a performance or physical activity by practicing or gently exercising beforehand.
	Before the concert, the musicians warmed up their instruments.

	turn up
	to increase the level or intensity of something, such as sound, heat, or light.
	Can you turn up the volume? I can hardly hear the music.

	turn down
	to reduce the level or intensity of something, usually sound or heat.
	Please turn down the music, I’m trying to concentrate.

	drop out
	to leave school, university, or a program before finishing it.
	He decided to drop out of music school after one year.

	break out
	to suddenly become famous or successful, especially in the entertainment industry.
	The young singer broke out into fame after her debut album.

	set up
	to arrange or prepare equipment, instruments, or settings for an event or performance.
	They set up their instruments quickly before the concert started.

	put on
	to organize or present an event, show, or performance for an audience.
	They put on a great performance at the festival.

	take up
	to begin learning or practicing something, especially a musical instrument.
	I’m going to take up the guitar.
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	Word / Phrase
	Definition
	Example sentence 

	read music
	to understand and interpret written musical notation to play or sing a piece accurately.
	I’m so glad I learnt to read music when I had piano lessons as a child because it really helps me now that I sing in a choir.

	play by ear
	to play music without reading notes, relying on the ability to hear and reproduce sounds.
	Many talented musicians can’t even read music and only play by ear.

	be out of tune
	to produce musical notes that are not in the correct pitch or harmony.
	My dad likes to sing along the radio but is so out of tune that it sounds terrible.

	be in tune
	to produce notes that are accurate in pitch and harmony.
	Before the performance, the guitarist tightened the strings of his guitar so that it was in tune.

	have a great voice
	to possess a pleasant, strong, or impressive singing voice.
	I think my friend should enter the singing competition as she has a great voice.

	be tone deaf
	to be unable to hear or identify musical pitch accurately.
	I’d really like to be able to sing but I'm tone deaf, so I don’t think there’s much chance.

	go/embark/set off on a tour
	to begin a planned journey of performances in different places, usually by musicians or performers.
	I hope my favourite band goes on tour again soon as they put on an amazing live show.

	be into / not into
	to like or be interested in something / to dislike or not care about something.
	I’m really into folk music but not into jazz at all.

	improvise
	to create or perform music spontaneously, without preparation or written notes.
	I don’t enjoy listening to jazz when it’s improvised as it sounds like the musicians are all playing different tunes.

	sing along to
	to sing at the same time as a song or piece of music, often casually or with enjoyment.
	My favourite songs in the charts are always the ones you can sing along to.

	hit the big time
	to become very successful or famous, especially in entertainment or show business.
	After winning the TV talent show, Shelley hit the big time and was soon singing in huge venues around the world.

	be/become a seasoned professional
	A person with a lot of experience and expertise in a particular field.	
	"After years of performing on stage, she became a seasoned professional, effortlessly captivating the audience with her powerful voice."

	the last/first/second/final etc. leg of the tour
	A specific part or phase of a tour, usually after a previous section is completed.		
	"The second leg of the tour took them through Scandinavia in January 1975."

	play to full houses
	Venues where all tickets are sold, and the event is attended by a full crowd.
	"They played to full houses everywhere during their Scandinavian tour."

	to release an album/track etc.
	to launch or distribute a new product for sale or use.
	The band is going to release a new album next month."

	catchy hooks		
	A short musical or lyrical phrase in a song that is easy to remember and grabs the listener’s attention
	The song became a hit thanks to its catchy hooks.

	upbeat rhythms
	Energetic, lively, and cheerful patterns of beats in music
	The band played upbeat rhythms that made everyone want to dance.

	chart-topping		
	describing a song or album that reaches the top position in music charts
	Her chart-topping single stayed at number one for six weeks.

	appeal	
	the quality of being attractive, interesting, or emotionally engaging
	The song has a broad appeal thanks to its catchy melody and relatable lyrics.

	to appeal (to)	
	to be attractive or interesting to someone
	This type of music really appeals to younger audiences.

	a sing-song
	informal group singing
	After dinner, we had a little sing-song around the campfire.

	music-lover
	someone who really enjoys listening to music
	She’s a true music-lover, always attending concerts and discovering new bands.

	applause
	clapping to show approval after a performance
	The actors received loud applause after their amazing performance.

	laid-back vibe
	A calm, relaxed, and easygoing atmosphere; a peaceful or informal feeling in a place.
	The café had a laid-back vibe that made it perfect for studying or relaxing.

	to buzz with excitement
	To be full of energy and eager anticipation, especially in a group or crowd.
	The crowd buzzed with excitement before the concert began.
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	Idiom
	Definition 
	Example Sentence

	face the music
	to accept the unpleasant consequences of one’s actions
	After his mistake, he had to face the music and explain himself to the boss.

	play second fiddle
	to be in a subordinate position to someone else
	She’s always been content to play second fiddle to her more famous colleagues.

	blow your own trumpet
	to boast about your achievements
	He’s always blowing his own trumpet about his achievements in business.

	ring a bell
	to sound familiar or evoke a memory
	That name rings a bell, but I can’t quite remember where I’ve heard it before.

	music to someone's ears
	something that is very pleasant to hear
	When I heard that we were getting a raise, it was music to my ears.

	march to the beat of your own drum
	to act independently or do things in one’s own way
	She’s always marched to the beat of her own drum, never caring what others think.

	play it by ear
	to deal with things as they happen without a fixed plan
	We don’t have a set schedule for the weekend yet, we’ll just play it by ear.

	get in tune with someone/something
	to become familiar with or understand someone or something
	It took me a while to get in tune with the new office environment.

	change your tune
	to change one’s opinion or attitude
	He changed his tune once he realized how difficult the project would be.

	strike a chord
	to affect someone emotionally or trigger a strong feeling
	The song struck a chord with me, and I couldn’t stop thinking about it for days.

	be on cloud nine
	to feel extremely happy or elated
	He’s been on cloud nine since he got accepted into his dream university.

	get a thrill out of
	to feel great excitement from something
	I always get a thrill out of performing on stage.

	have butterflies (in one's stomach)
	to feel nervous excitement, often before something big
	She had butterflies in her stomach before her first solo performance.

	light up
	to show sudden happiness or excitement on one’s face
	His face lit up when he saw his favorite band take the stage.

	hit the big time
	to become very successful or famous
	After years of struggling, the singer finally hit the big time with her latest hit.
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Set 9. Proverbs and Sayings
	Proverb / Saying
	Explanation

	‘Where words fail, music speaks’.
	Music can express emotions and feelings better than words.

	‘Music is the universal language of mankind’.
	Music is a common language for all people across the world.

	‘The show must go on’.
	Even in difficult situations, you have to continue performing or doing your job.

	‘A song is a window to the soul’.
	A song can reveal a person's deepest emotions and feelings.

	‘It's music to my ears’.
	Used when you hear something that brings you joy or pleasure.

	‘You can't clap with one hand’.
	Cooperation is necessary to achieve results.
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Set 10. Music Awards and Achievements
	Award
	Description
	Example Sentence

	Grammy Awards
	a prestigious music award given for achievements in various genres of music.
	"She won several Grammy Awards for her groundbreaking work in jazz music."

	MTV Music Awards
	awards for achievements in music videos and popular music.
	"His music video was nominated for multiple MTV Music Awards, including Best Pop Video."

	Billboard Music Award
	award that reflect the popularity of songs and albums based on various criteria, including sales and radio airplay.
	"The band received a Billboard Music Award for Best Rock Song of the Year."

	Platinum Album
	an award for albums that have sold over 1 million copies.
	"Her latest album went platinum in just a few months, confirming her place in the music industry."

	Gold Record
	an award for albums or singles that have sold 500,000 copies.
	"The singer earned a Gold Record for her hit single that topped the charts for weeks."

	Best New Artist
	an award for the best newcomer in music.
	"The talented musician was named Best New Artist at the MTV Music Awards."

	Hit Single
	a popular single that has reached the top of music charts.
	"The song became a hit single, climbing straight to number one on the charts."

	Primetime Emmy Award
	a prestigious award for excellence in the television industry, which can include recognition for music-related performances or compositions.
	"The composer won a Primetime Emmy Award for his original score in the TV series."

	Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
	an honor given to musicians, bands, and others in the music industry who have made significant contributions to the genre of rock and roll.
	"After years of iconic music, the band was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame."

	Artist of the Decade (Billboard)
	an award given by Billboard magazine to the artist with the most significant impact over a 10-year period.
	"She was awarded Artist of the Decade for her influence on pop music throughout the 2010s."
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Set 11. Famous Composers and Musicians
Classical Music
1. Johann Sebastian Bach (Germany)
2. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (Austria)
3. Ludwig van Beethoven (Germany)
4. Antonio Vivaldi (Italy)
5. Johann Strauss II (Austria)
6. Franz Schubert (Austria)
Romantic Music
1. Frédéric Chopin (Poland)
2. Hector Berlioz (France)
3. Camille Saint-Saëns (France)
Modern Music
1. Aaron Copland (United States)
2. George Gershwin (United States)
Jazz Composers
1. Louis Armstrong (United States)
2. Duke Ellington (United States)
3. Charlie Parker (United States)
4. Sergio Mendes (Brazil)
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Set 12. TalkLikeAFastivalPro
	Expression
	Meaning
	Origin

	"It's proper mint!"
	It's really excellent or enjoyable.
	BE

	"This set is lit!"
	This performance is amazing.
	AE

	“It’s a vibe"		
	The atmosphere is cool, relaxed, or has a special energy
	AE

	"Slay"		
	Perform or look exceptionally well (e.g., "She slayed that set!")
	AE

	"On point"	
	Perfectly done – often about performance, music, or appearance	
	AE

	"GOAT"	
	Greatest Of All Time – often said about a legendary artist	
	AE

	"That's well good"
	That's really great.
	BE

	"That's sick!"
	That's really cool or impressive.
	AE

	"Next level"	
	Extremely impressive or beyond expectations	
	Both

	"That set was banging"
	That performance was fantastic.
	BE

	"That band killed it"
	That band performed exceptionally well.
	AE

	"The crowd's going wild"
	The audience is very excited.
	AE

	"The queue's massive"
	The line is very long.
	BE

	"I'm knackered"
	I'm very tired.
	BE

	"I'm totally beat"
	I'm extremely tired.
	AE

	"I'm so bummed"
	I'm really disappointed.
	AE

	"The crowd's going mental"
	The audience is very excited.
	BE

	"I'm absolutely gutted"
	I'm very disappointed.
	BE

	"The main stage is rammed"
	The main stage area is very crowded.
	BE

	"The main stage is packed"
	The main stage area is very crowded.
	AE



P.S. Ludwig van Beethoven
"Music can change the world because it can change people."
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
"The music is not in the notes, but in the silence between."
Bob Marley
"One good thing about music, when it hits you, you feel no pain."
Johann Sebastian Bach
"I play the notes as they are written, but it is God who makes the music."
Friedrich Nietzsche
"Without music, life would be a mistake."
Plato
"Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and life to everything."
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